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Supervision of Master theses 
 
Topic of the thesis 
 
The first step in your Master thesis is to choose a topic. We view the elaboration of a 
personal research idea as an essential part of the Master thesis. For this reason, we 
generally do no provide a topic but expect you to come up with your own idea. 
 
While we are aware that the 22-week deadline makes it difficult to carry out a fully 
fledged research project, we still expect your work to provide a new contribution 
relative to the existing literature. In other words, while a careful literature review 
will be an important part of all Master theses, we expect you to write some original 
ideas in addition to it. 
 
To develop your project, we encourage you to think of the research fields or articles 
that you have encountered during your studies (e.g., in research-oriented seminars) 
and found particulary interesting. Please keep in mind that your topic must 
correspond to the research activities of our chair (organizational economics, 
behavioral economics, labor economics, migration, microeconomic theory), otherwise 
we would not be able to offer you a supervision. You can contact some chair members 
during this preliminary stage to ask for feedback about your ideas. 
  
Theoretical Master theses 
 
For a theoretical Master thesis, we expect you to either write your own model, or, 
more realistically, to develop an extension or variant of a model that already 
appeared in the literature. A good approach is to start from a model or a class of 
models that you find interesting, and to try to see how the results would differ if you 
relaxed or modified some of the assumptions. 
 
Empirical Master theses 
 
For an empirical Master thesis, we expect you to either analyze a new data set (that 
you assemble yourself), or to tackle a new question using an existing data set. The 
latter approach is sometimes possible with data sets that researchers have used for 
their own research projects. Data availability is crucial for this kind of exercise, and 
we encourage to keep practical limitations in mind when you think of potential 
projects. 
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Experimental Master theses 
 
For an experimental Master thesis, we expect you to conceptualize and produce a 
complete experimental protocol that would be ready to be implemented in a 
laboratory. In general, we will not actually run the experiment due to time and 
financial constraints, but we expect you to do all the conceptual work that would 
precede the data collection: finding the research question, relating it to the existing 
literature, discussing the implications, desigining the experimental protocol, writing 
a detailed pre-analysis plan (including a description of the statistical procedure, and a 
power analysis), and writing the complete experimental instructions. 
 
Supervision 
 
Once you have made progress on your project, please write a one/two-sided exposé 
and send it to Manuela.beckstein@econ.lmu.de. The exposé should outline the 
research question and objective, describe the methodology of the thesis (theoretical, 
empirical, or experimental), and quote the scientific articles you are referring to. We 
will review your exposé and contact you once we have made our decision, which will 
be based on the quality of the research project, its feasibility, and ist correspondence 
with the research interests and expertise of (at least) one chair member. In case our 
answer is positive, you will be assigned a supervisor who will discuss further the 
procedure with you. 
 
Please send us your exposé at least one month before your intended start date. 
 
There is no rigid rule for the supervision (e.g., regarding the number of meetings), 
and each supervisor will discuss their expectations and requirements with you. 
 
General information about the structure of your thesis 
 
Your thesis should contain: 

 a table of contents; 
 an introduction where you motivate the topic, specify your research question, 

outline the most important results (if any), and explain the novelty of your 
approach; 

 a literature review where you summarize and organize existing research 
results and relate them to your own work; 

 a main part divided in sub-sections, with a description of your methodology 
and results (if any); 

 a conclusion with a discussion of the implications of your thesis, and a short 
description of some avenues for future research; 

 a list of references; 
 an appendix with additional results or material, if applicable (e.g., the 

experimental instructions). 
 

Formal information 
 
There is no formal page limit besides the character limit imposed by the examinations 
regulations (60,000-120,000 signs). However, we encourage you to try to write 
around 30 pages, and no more than 40 pages (exluding references and appendix). 
 
Your Master thesis must include a cover sheet (cf. https://www.isc.uni-
muenchen.de/studiengaenge/vwl/master_2013/faqs/masterarbeit/index.html). 
 
Please format your document with a 1.5. line spacing, and a 2cm-margin everywhere, 
as well as a font size of 12. 
 
All sources must be documented in the text or in footnotes, and referenced in the 
bibliography in alphabetical order. 
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Please pay particular attention to the quality and correctness of the writing (spelling, 
grammar). 
 
Statement of authorship 
 
Please include the following statement of authorship immediately after the cover sheet and sign 
it: 
 
Hereby I reassure that the submitted paper has been authored solely by me. I have not made use of any 
sources that aren’t listed in the references or mentioned as such within the text. All passages or lines of 
thought that literally or analogously have been taken from other authors are quoted according to 
established academic quotation guidelines. That also applies for internet sources that are referred to by 
additionally citing the respective URL and the date of the last access of the source. I recognize that any 
case of plagiarism will not only lead to the annulation of the grade the present paper was evaluated with, 
but also to the expulsion from the whole course. Furthermore, any case of plagiarism will be reported to 
the administration of the program of study. I furthermore reassure that the present paper was never 
elsewhere submitted for evaluation. 


